San  Francisco 

BAY  AREA  BACK  YARDS 

§(2er(3t  6ard(z:n  Tour 
of  l)oa-Cliff 

Saturday f May  8r  2004 
12:00  naan  to  3:00  p.m. 


STROLL  THROUGH  PRIVATE  RESIDENTIAL  GARDENS. 


AS  YOU  MEANDER  THROUGH  OUR  SELECTED 
HIDDEN  SPOTS  WITHIN  SEA-CUFF,  STOP  TO 
ENJOY  MUSICAL  INTERLUDES.  THE  TOUR 
BEGINS  AT  4 Sea-Cliff  Avenue  AND 
CONTINUES  THROUGH  THE  NEIGHBORHOOD. 


TICKET  PRICES,  WHICH  INCLUDE  UGHT 
REFRESHMENTS,  ARE  $15.00  PER  PERSON 
IN  ADVANCE  UNTIL  MAY  1,  2004  - AFTER 
THAT,  $20.00  PER  PERSON 

ALL  PROCEEDS  FROM  THE  EVENT 
BENEFIT  THE  VICTORIAN  ALLIANCE,  A 
NOT-FOR-PROFIT  SAN  FRANCISCO 
PRESERVATION  ORGANIZATION 


Tickets  are  limited  - Reserve  Early! 

Please  use  the  order  form  below 

For  additional  information  call  (415)  673-5057 


imuK  you  fOK  youk  suppo^i 


Name 

Address/City /State/Zip 

Telephone  number 

Number  of  Advance  Tickets @$15.00  each  (until  May  1, 2004)  = $ 

After  May  1.  2004.  please  purchase  tickets  at  event 

Please  send  this  form,  payment  (checks  only)  and  a stamped, 

self-addressed  envelope  to;  The  Victorian  Alliance 

1212  Fell  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94117 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2016 


https://archive.org/details/sfbayareabackyarOOunse 
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This  year's  tour  should  delight  garden  enthusiasts  of  the  walking  persuasion. 
The  participating  gardens  are  worthy  of  your  scrutiny,  well  enough,  but  the  route  from 
one  to  another  will  bring  you  by  some  of  the  most  beautifully  landscaped  properties  in 
the  entire  city. 

Although  this  is  a self-guided  tour,  we  will  suggest  one  possible  route, 
beginning  with  the  former  home  of  famed  photographer,  Ansel  Adams,  at  129  24th 
Avenue. 

To  get  there  walk  north  on  24th  Avenue  from  Lake  Street.  The  adventurous 
walkers  can  take  the  sidewalk  on  the  west  side  of  the  street  and  allow  it  to  carry  them 
far  above  the  street  as  it  borders  one  beautiful  front  yard  after  another,  finally 
descending  steps  leading  to  the  Ansel  Adams’  former  home.  (Those  with  more 
limited  maneuverability  would  be  wise  to  choose  the  sidewalk  on  the  east  side  of  24th 
Ave.) 


Designed  by  prominent  landscape  artist,  Topher  Delaney,  the  garden  in  front 
of  the  Adams  house  looks  out  on  much  the  same  scenery  that  might  have  convinced 


^Due  to  the  enthusiastic  response  to  this  year’s  tour,  there  may  be  some  waiting  involved 
at  particular  gardens.  Feel  free  to  proceed  in  any  order  you  like.  We  apologize  if  your 
pacing  is  delayed.  May  we  suggest  that  you  take  this  opportunity  to  view  the  elaborate 
front  gardens  of  homes  not  on  the  tour,  listen  to  the  ocean  waves  or  hear  Sara  Klotz  sing 
and  play  the  piano  at  4 Sea-Cliff  Ave. 


Ansel  Adams  to  follow  the  career  path  that  he  did.  (You  cannot  avoid  noticing  a rather 
large  empty  area  in  between  the  Adams  home  and  El  Camino  del  Mar.  Those  lots 
were  the  scene  of  a fairly  notorious  “sink  hole"  that  swallowed  up  the  houses  that 
were  on  them  in  December  of  1995  - apparently  caused  by  the  collapse  of  a city 
water  supply  or  drain  pipe.  The  neighbors  are  quite  concerned  about  the  sort  of  use 
to  which  the  property's  ultimate  buyers  will  put  this  land.) 

From  the  Ansel  Adams  house,  come  back  to  the  corner  of  25th  Avenue  and  El 
Camino  del  Mar  by  returning  to  Lake  Street,  proceeding  west  and  then  going  right 
onto  25th  Avenue  to  El  Camino  del  Mar.  The  next  two  gardens  open  for  your 
enjoyment  are  located  at  130  El  Camino  del  Mar  and  110  El  Camino  del  Mar. 

If  you  don't  like  roses  you'll  hate  the  garden  at  130  El  Camino.  If  you  do  like 
roses,  however,  you  will  be  In  wonderland.  Collected  and  displayed  by  a dedicated 
“rosarian”,  this  garden  not  only  presents  an  otherwise  hidden  garden  of  roses  to  our 
guests,  it  surrounds  them  with  plush  vegetation  that  frames  the  display  in  ail  its  glory. 

The  garden  at  110  El  Camino  del  Mar  is  a feast  of  light.  On  sunny  days  if 
forces  good  moods  onto  even  the  most  Scrooge-like  curmudgeons.  It's  bright,  sunny 
and  cheerful  and  makes  It  impossible  to  be  in  it  or  leave  It  in  anything  but  a good 
mood. 


After  surveying  the  two  gardens  on  El  Camino  del  Mar,  walk  north  back  to  25th 
Avenue  and  turn  right  to  enter  the  Sea  Cliff  gates.  Then  go  one  block  north  to  Sea  Cliff 
Avenue.  Turn  right  and  drop  In  at  28  25th  Avenue  for  a visit  with  this  lovely  home's 
back  yard  garden.  Unlike  most  spaces  in  the  City  that  are  necessarily  restricted  by 
neighboring  property  to  the  rear,  this  garden  is  bordered  by  what  appears  to  be  an 
abyss,  but  is  really  the  open  space  provided  by  the  Presidio's  woods. 

The  owner  of  this  garden,  besides  doing  all  of  the  gardening  herself,  grows 
both  her  flowers  and  extensive  vegetable  garden  from  seed.  (Also  notice  the  live  oak 
tree  tucked  in  the  left  rear  corner  of  the  garden.) 

Next,  continue  walking  north  on  Sea-Cliff  Ave.  for  a hundred  yards  or  so  and 
enter  the  front  gates  of  the  remarkable  home  located  at  4 Sea  Cliff  Ave.  Nothing 
written  here  will  prepare  you  for  what  you're  about  to  see,  but  it's  a safe  bet  that  you 
will  be  quite  surprised  by  the  extent  and  beauty  of  this  expansive  and  generous 
garden.  This  is  a Japanese-terraced  specimen  garden  with  a pagoda,  water  fall  and  a 
natural  creek  (Creek  Lobos).  Circle  the  house  and  listen  to  the  weaves  crash  onto 
Baker  Beach. 


Once  you  are  able  to  tear  yourself  away  from  4 Sea-Cliff  Ave.,  continue  walking 
west  to  164  Sea  Cliff  Ave.  This  home  was  the  2003  Decorator’s  Showcase  house. 
Today  the  ocean-view  garden  of  the  house  is  in  competition  for  an  award  and  the 
judges  will  be  visiting  . There  may  be  a brief  closure  of  the  garden  during  the  judging 
and  we  would  appreciate  your  patience  during  that  time. 

Finally,  this  is  the  time  for  a bit  of  a walk  to  El  Camino  del  Mar  and  30th 
Avenue.  It  may  sound  like  a ‘way  to  go',  but  to  the  true  gardener  or  garden-lover,  the 
front  landscapes  of  the  homes  in  this  neighborhood,  although  not  officially  a part  of 
the  Secret  Garden  Tour,  are  simply  eye-candy.  (Watch  out  for  the  topiary  dinosaur 
peering  over  the  fence  of  540  El  Camino  del  Mar!) 

The  destination  is  worth  the  walk  for  a more  compelling  reason.  The  front 
parterregarden  , infused  with  pink  roses,  is  located  at  615  El  Camino  del  Mar.  The 
rear  of  this  home  features  an  intricate  and  formal  English  garden,  designed  with 
discernment  and  executed  with  exquisite  taste.  No  wonder  this  Is  an  award-winning 
garden  already. 

Thank  you  again  for  visiting  the  Secret  Gardens  of  San  Francisco,  benefiting 
The  Victorian  Alliance.  If  you  care  to  learn  more  about  the  Alliance  you  are  invited  to 
visit  its  web  site  at  "www.Victorianalliance.org",  or  attend  one  of  its  monthly  meetings. 


WE  ARE  SO  HAPPY  YOU  PARTICIPATED 
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